TAKING DUNCAN KENNEDY SERIOUSLY:
IRONICAL LIBERAL LEGALISM

[1]f doubt is cast on the worth of these words [final vocabularies], their user has no noncircular
argumentative recourse. "Those words are as far as be can go with langnage; beyond them there
is only helpless passivity or a resort fo force.

—Richard Rorty

Sometimes it makes sense to strategize, not the best result within the discourse that will leave
the discourse and ifs implicit metanorm of moderation intact, but the politicization of the
setting. Sometimes it doesn’t make sense, in which case passivity by all means.

—Duncan Kennedy
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